
URS Corporation:

Cold Weather 
Frac Tank solution

SUMMARY
URS Corporation implemented a 
new solution to keep ground water 
collected in frac tanks from freezing at 
the Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory.  
Located in Niskayuna, NY, the Knolls 
Atomic Power Laboratory (KAPL) is 
dedicated to the support of the US 
Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program. 
KAPL was developed after World War 
II in 1946 under a contract between 
General Electric and the United States 
government. 

Today, KAPL is a government-owned, 
contractor-operated laboratory run by 

WITH POWERBLANKET
POWERBLANKET TANK HEATERS MAINTAIN TEMPERATURE AND HEAT, 
PROVIDE FREEZE PROTECTION, AND OPTIMIZE FLOW FOR VISCOUS AND 
TEMPERATURE SENSITIVE MATERIALS.

CASE 
STUDY

Powerblanket supplied the frac tank heating 

system currently  working on-site. The 

heating system installed quickly despite rainy 

weather, and has protected the contents 

from freezing.
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Bechtel Marine Propulsion Corporation for the US Department of 
Energy. KAPL is responsible for the research, design, construction, 
operation, and maintenance of U.S. nuclear-powered warships, and 
manages work on nuclear ships at numerous shipyards across the 
country.

BACKGROUND
On January 7, 2008, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) awarded 
URS Corporation a $67 million task order to deactivate and demolish 
the Separations Process Research Unit (SPRU) located at the Knolls 
Atomic Power Laboratory in Niskayuna, New York. The site, used for 
U.S. atomic weapon reserach, closed in 1953.

Part of the operation involves collecting, transferring, and storage of 
ground water in frac tanks located on-site.  URS Corporation realized 
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they needed to keep the ground water in the 
frac tanks from freezing.  They contacted 
Powerblanket® for a custom solution.  

Powerblanket’s world-class custom design 
team accepted the challenge and delivered 
quickly to have the system in place  in time 
for winter.  This solution provided freeze 
protection, allowing for continuous operation 
and minimized downtime during the project.  
URS completed their project on time  and on 
budget thanks to Powerblanket’s custom frac 
tank heaters. 

CUSTOM TANK HEATING
Powerblanket provides the most innovative 
heating solutions on the market, providing 
uniform safe heat.  Our custom engineered 
wraps are no exception.  With a full team of 
design engineers, custom heating solutions 
provide maximum freeze protection for 
a wide variety of applications.  Heating, 
insulating, thawing, and protecting fluids from 
harsh outdoor environments is our specialty. 
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POWERBLANKET PROVIDES THE MOST INNOVATIVE HEATING 
SOLUTIONS ON THE MARKET, PROVIDING UNIFORM SAFE HEAT.


